
Cuddleboat Safety And 
Operations

For Crew Briefing Before Boat Duties.
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Your Safety Is Important To us

▪ Welcome onboard Cuddleboat, as the safety equipment and 
procedure on this boat may differ from other boats, please give us 
your attention as we bring you through this important safety 
briefing. 

▪ Thank you for your attention, if you require more information please 
refer to Fire, Safety and Life Saving Plan onboard.
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Cuddleboat

▪ Cabin cruiser, pleasure craft.

▪ Length 12.5 m, Breadth 3.6 m, depth 1.2 m.

▪ Max persons to carry: 15 
– Current MPA approved 8 divers + 4 crews.

▪ Boat call sign Cuddlefish or SZH1680Z 

▪ Mooring base MKB, berth D02 (on radio spoken as delta-zero-two).

▪ https://www.cuddlefishdivers.com/cuddleboat
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Citation

▪ Ch. 20 The Law of Negligence

▪ A. Requirements of a tort: claimant must have suffered recoverable 
damage arising from a breach of legal duty owed by defendant

▪ 20.1.3 Negligence as a tort requires more than mere lack of care. 
A claimant who wishes to sue in negligence must show:
• that the defendant owed him a legal duty to take care;
• that there was a breach of this legal duty by the defendant; and
• that the breach caused him recoverable damage.

▪ Ref: Donoghue v Stevenson [1932] AC 562 (Donoghue)
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▪ All divers and students need 
to complete and signed 
before dive.

▪ Frequent customers can be 
exempted if crew can verify 
it was signed within last 6 
mths.  
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Skipper & 
Deckhand Checklist



Roles and Responsibilities 

Skipper Deckhand Dive Crew

• Maintain guest and crew safety at all times and 
safely navigate the boat during all charters

• Itinerary planning in cooperation with sales at 
charter booking stage

• Pre-departure planning of charter / Make sure all 
agreed upon services are prepared and all crew is 
aware and able to deliver these services to our 
guests in the smoothest possible way

• Pre and Post Sail Checklist
• Welcome guests onboard

• Hold Safety & General information briefing

• Together with your team, inform our clients on 
itinerary, program and add on options

• Assist in / initiate up selling / cross selling of on-
board services

• Liaise with 3rd party suppliers providing on shore or 
onboard services to us

• Support Skipper to ensure guest and crew safety at all 
times. 

• Account for loading and unloading cargo / dive and 
trip related gears/ boat related supplies

• Relaying important information to the crew, 
maintaining ship equipment

• Assisting with watchkeeping and lookout during sail 
duties

• Ensuring the general upkeep of the vessel.
• Preparing cabins for crew or passengers.
• Pre and Post Sail Checklist
• Assign help during berth and unberthing, anchoring.
• Assign help during loading and unloading of dive 

gears/ tanks. 

• Requirements:
• Physical fitness and strength.
• Knowledge of maritime safety.
• Excellent hand-eye coordination.
• Willingness to work in harsh climates.
• Certification may be required, but generally, on-the-

job training takes place.

• Organizing, conducting and supervising recreational 
diving activities.

• Assisting instructors in conducting training programs 
and activities.

• Assist Skipper and Deckhand (within the limits of 
some dive crew)

• Generally supervising non-training related diving 
activities by planning, organizing and directing dives.

• Assessing the hazards of a dive site and informing the 
divers of the hazards, briefing divers on the layout and 
points of interest of a dive site, suggesting routes for a 
dive at a specific site for autonomous divers, checking 
divers into and out of the water from a boat  entry 
point,

• Leading a group of divers in the water as a tour guide.



Safety and Navigational 
Information
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Pleasure Craft Security Code

▪ Security beyond the 
requirement of the 
International Ship and 
Port Facility Security 
(ISPS), MPA has 
developed the Pleasure 
Craft Security (PCSC). 
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Local Prohibited Areas

▪ Prohibited areas unless otherwise approval 
from relevant authorities are granted. 
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Reporting of Marine Incidents

▪ Reporting within 2 hours to Director of Marine for the following 
occurrences: 
– The death of, or serious injury to, a person
– The loss of a person from a pleasure craft 
– The loss, presumed loss or abandonment of a pleasure craft
– Material damage to a pleasure craft
– The stranding or disabling of a ship, or the involvement of a ship in a collision
– Material damage to marine infrastructure external to a ship, that could seriously 

endanger the safety of the ship, another ship or an individual
– Severe damage to the environment or potential for severe damage to the 

environment, brought about by the damage of a ship or ships. 

▪ Encourages to report near-miss to MPA. 
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Reporting of Marine Incidents

▪ PLEASE DO NOT REPORT WITHOUT INFORMING SERENE, SHAWN OR KEE WEE.
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Requesting For Emergency Assistance

▪ PLEASE DO NOT BROADCAST WITHOUT INFORMING SERENE, SHAWN, KEE 
WEE OR SKIPPER.

▪ Port Operations Control Centre (POCC), part of MPA is operational HQ for 
maritime search and rescue.

▪ Scope = Singapore + 1 million sq kilometres of South China Sea.

▪ MSI broadcast of navigational warnings, weather bulleting and safety Infor.
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Reminder: PICK UP CALLS FROM DMT CREW
GROUP CHAT, ESPECIALLY WHEN BOAT IS ON
TRIP.



Hardcopy of these are onboard
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Navigation Marks

▪ Singapore uses IALA Maritime Buoyage System ‘A’ to assist safe 
navigation within Singapore port.
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Cardinal Marks

▪ International Regulations for Preventing Collision at Sea 
(COLREGs) are the traffic rules of the sea and apply to all vessels. 

▪ Same set of rules for everyone to follow, to predict what another 
vessel is going to do. 
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Safety Equipment 

▪ VHF Radio

▪ Electronic Navigation Positioning System

▪ Rudder Angle Indication 

▪ Magnetic Compass

▪ Signalling Lamp

▪ Navigational Lights 

▪ Sounds

▪ Lifejackets

▪ Lifebuoys with Lifelines

▪ Hand flares 

▪ First Aid Kits 

▪ AIS Tansponder

▪ Manual Bilge Pump

▪ Fire Bucket

▪ Fire Extinguisher: Foam and Dry Powder Only

▪ GSP1
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Safety At All Times

▪ Ensure cabin and dive deck is clear and neat of potential hazards. 

▪ Common things to lookout for: tanks are secure, cabinets and drawers are 
secure, constant communication with crew an skipper.

Ensure right channel Fenders kept and tied to rail Port and Starboard Fuel 
Shut Off 

DO NOT PULL WITH VERBAL X2 
CONFIRMATION FROM SKIPPER

Latches secured all time.



Safety At All Times

▪ Ensure cabin and dive deck is clear and neat of potential hazards. 

▪ Common things to lookout for: tanks are secure, cabinets and drawers are 
secure, constant communication with crew an skipper.

Engine Room right at cabin entrance Must have visible stream 
(port & starboard) when 
engine is running. 

Starting the Gen set. 



Inspection/ Report Checklist
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Emergency Procedures

▪ Man overboard 
– call for help while eyes on diver. 

▪ Fire onboard 
– call for help, lifejacket, fire extinguisher… 
– Prevention is key: make sure cigarette butts are off. No smoking in bow/ 

passenger cabin / engine room.

▪ Sinking vessel 
– call for help, lifejacket, locate source (if possible), water bailer, manual / auto 

bilge pumps, stay together at surface (easier to find you), do not swim to shore 
unless absolute can reach the distance. 
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Know You Vessel
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